In the beginning of the text we will mention important historical facts and factors, which affect the religious beliefs of the people in our state. Religious beliefs of the population have been studied in censuses since 1880. The data analyzed in this article will be from 1921 onwards, because those contain data from this area after the creation of Czechoslovakia. After the 1950 census, questions on religion were banned in official documents and renewed after the fall of Communism in the 1991 census. The government of the Czechoslovak Republic rejected any evidence of religious belief by the regulation from the 27 th of July 1954 and ministers and presidents of central institutions were instructed "not to demand information about religious belief / or the fact that they have no religious belief from citizens in state offices or companies, and citizens also should not state the information about their religious belief in official documents, paper forms, and questionnaires and in new forms there should not be any question on religious belief." Religious classes in schools were also very restricted. This was abolished by the government of the Czechoslovak Republic in regulation 649/1990 . There was a change in the formulation of the question on religious belief, because before 1991, formal church membership was counted, and after 1991 the question asked about religious belief by the respondents' own declaration. Despite that in 1991 census inhabitants weren't willing to fill in the question on religious belief and they thought that it was an unacceptable breach of their privacy. In consequence, it was acceptable not to answer the question on religious belief and the value of this information decreased. Both traditional and new churches in the Czech Republic had the opportunity to gain believers after the revolution in 1989, but the traditional ones didn't benefit from the situation; they had inner problems, for example the restitution of their property. Some people weren't satisfied with institutionalized churches; they weren't looking for a strictly defined religion and let themselves be influenced by many religious movements. After some time, stronger secularization trends emerged again, corroborated by the anti-Catholic attitudes of the Czech society and the atheist propaganda of the Communist regime in the past. 4 The dwindling of the number of believers was also caused by the older generations dying -and these generations were traditionally members of churches more often than their children. The percentage of religious people started to decrease sharply in the generations born between 1942 and 1950 who grew up in the 1950s'. In the next generations the percentage of religious people didn't change much and remained around one third of the population. 5 Czech people could be divided into three groups according to their religious 3 belief, but the distribution cannot be accurate for everyone: religionists (regular attendants of services, as well as those who merely formally claim a church affiliation), atheists (confirmed, as well as those who think of atheism only as unchurchedness) and a "category in between". 6 Hamplová has also dealt with this topic, for example in the book Náboženství v české společnosti na prahu 3. tisíciletí.
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Despite these facts, the census remains the only source of information about religious belief of the total population of the state, or more precisely of the half of the population who filled in the question in the last 2011 census. There are of course other, much more detailed sources of information about the religious belief of the Czech population, but censuses are the only ones that contain the data about the population overall. Among other sources, we can name the international surveys European Values Study, International Social Survey Programme, and European Social Survey, in which the Czech Republic also takes part and which contain detailed questions on religion.
8 Then there are many surveys organized to contain detailed information only about the Czech Republic or combined with some neighborhood states, for example Aufbruch, Detradicionalizace a individualizace náboženství (Detradicionalization and individualization of religion), and many others, organized by various researchers and institutions.
9 More information about the surveys could be found for example in Váně and Kreidl's article.
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When we want information about members of the Roman Catholic Church, it is possible to find the data from the census of participants of religious services in selected years 11 and there are also data from the yearly evidence of the vicars, which are only partly available to the public. 
Census
The last census in our state before the First World War was in 1910. After the war, the State Statistical Office was founded and was made responsible of organizing a census. According to tradition, the census should have taken place in 1920, but that was not possible because the preparations were not complete and the borders were not yet precisely defined -so the census was held on the 15 th of February 1921. Its execution was in accordance with the 256/1920 act. 13 It was processed for the present inhabitants (defined by their mere presence in the country on the date of census) and the results were published in the Czechoslovak Statistics edition (7 vol.).
14 The formulation of the question on the religious belief was the same as in the censuses in the former Austria-Hungary monarchy. The question was formulated in the manual to the census sheet: "The information about the respondent's religious belief or whether the respondent has no religion is to be written here. Catholics and Protestants should state the church they belong to and members of other churches should write the answer in the same way; for example the Czechoslovak Church, Old Catholic Church etc. Persons with no religion are only those who are not members of any church".
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Adventists also weren't considered as Christian church.
The publication of the results was interesting, because there was no difference between churches that were recognized by state and those that were not, so a church not recognized by the state with a higher number of believers would have its name stated in the publication. 16 To the date of the census, 92.8% of inhabitants declared themselves to belong to a church; it was 90.1% in the Czech part of the country, 98.2% in the Moravian part and 98.6% in the Silesian part.
In Table 1 , we can see the numbers of inhabitants who declared themselves members of some churches, the percentage of them in the population and the difference between sexes. It is possible to see high percentages of Roman Catholic Church members (80.3% of men and 83.5% of women). The Czechoslovak Church, which was founded only two years before the census, 17 already had a high number of members; for both sexes, it was more than 5% of the population. The percentage of unidentified religious belief was minimal for both sexes; 1 564 inhabitants in total. The number of people without a religion was also small (compared to censuses 1991 and after); in this census it was 8.6% of men and 5.9% of women; in this group, the percentage was higher among men and it remained like that in the next censuses. 
Census
The second Czechoslovak census was supposed to take place (according to the 256/1920 act) in 1925, but because of economic reasons and the example of other states where censuses took place every 10 years, the census was postponed. According to the 47/1927 act, the census took place on the 1 st of December 1930. 18 The results were published in the Czechoslovak Statistics edition (8 vol.) and the information about flats was processed in a detached volume. 19 In this census, religious belief was stated in the census sheet based on the church (recognized or not recognized by state) a person belonged to. In case a person wasn't the member of any church, the person was marked "without religion". When converting to another church, it was necessary to inform the district office.
20 Catholics were also asked to write whether they were Roman, Greek or Armenian Catholics. Protestants had to write which church they belonged to, for example the Church of Czech Brethren etc. Members of oth-er churches answered in the same way, for example members of the Czechoslovak, Orthodox, Old Catholic Church etc.
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In the 1930 census, 9,840 thousand of people declared themselves members of some church; this is 92.0% percent of the population. Table 2 shows the number of members in selected religious groups and their percentage in the total population. If we compare these values to those in 1921, the highest absolute gains belong to the Czechoslovak Church (256 440 inhabitants) and the Roman Catholic Church (176 615 inhabitants) and the structure of the population according to religious belief has also changed. The absolute increase in members of the Czechoslovak Church also translated into the increase of the percentage of the total number of inhabitants; in the 1930 census, 7.4% of men and 7.2% of women stated this church. In comparison, the Roman Catholic Church registered a gain of members in absolute numbers, but its percentage of the total number of inhabitants decreased (the share was in this case 76.6% of men and 80.3% of women). Categories "no religion" and "unidentified" were linked together, so we can't recognize precisely to which of these groups inhabitants belonged, but this category had 9.5% of men and 6.3% of women. 24 In this census, religious belief was defined in the same way as in the previous census -as the membership in a church or a religious community. If a person wasn't a member of any church or religious community, "no religion" should be stated in the census sheet. As in the previous census, it wasn't possible to change religious belief only by stating it in the census sheet. It was also recommended to Catholics to write a specific church of which they were members, the same with Protestants; religious belief of the members of other churches and religious communities, for example Czechoslovak, Orthodox, Old Catholic etc. should be mentioned in the same way.
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To the date of the census 8,353 thousand of people declared themselves as members of churches or religious communities -nearly 94% of total inhabitants. The information about absolute and relative data is presented in Table 3 . While comparing the data from 1950 to the results of the previous census in 1930, it is very important to take into account the fact that as a consequence of the Second World War and the expulsion of Germans, the total number of population declined by nearly 1.8 million. This decrease is reflected in the reduction of absolute numbers and also percentages of the members of some churches, above all of the Roman Catholic and German Protestant Church, and the Israeli belief. For the Roman Catholic Church, the reason for the decline of this percentage could be, to a certain extent, a transfer of believers to other churches, but this church still had the biggest share of the total population; that is 75.1% of men and 77.5% of women. On the contrary, other churches, mainly the Czechoslovak and Church of Czech Brethren registered a stable rise of the number of believers and also the rise of percentage of total population in the period 1921-1950; for the Czechoslovak Church the percentage rose to 10.6% of men and 10.7% of women. The percentage of members of the Church of Czech Brethren increased to 4.5% of men and 4.6% of women. Categories "no religion" and "unidentified" were again divided in this census; in the case of people of an unidentified religious belief, there was a small increase of the percentage in comparison to the 1921 census, but it still did not go over 0.3%. People without religion registered a small decrease of the percentage compared to 1921; in 1950 7.1% of men and 4.7% of women declared themselves as "without religion". 
Census
The last Czechoslovak census was organized on the 3 rd of March 1991 and processed all permanent residents in the area by the date of census. 1,172 publications containing the results were released (including 848 for the territory of the Czech Republic), a really important publication being Pramenné dílo. 26 The publication Inhabitants of the Czech Republic According to Religious Belief (Obyvatelstvo ČR podle náboženského vyznání) was focused on religion and included an analysis of the information about the distribution of inhabitants according to religious belief; it also compared the results with the available data from 1950. This publication was issued in 1992. The census was regulated by the 21/1971 act about the unified system of socioeconomic information and some additional government regulations. 27 The question on religious belief was again included in the census after 40 years. The government of the Czechoslovak Republic had to issue the 649/1990 regulation to cancel the still valid 1410/1954 regulation about the cancellation of the evidence of religious belief. Nevertheless, because of the big publicity of this issue and the contextual negative opinion of some inhabitants, this question was often left unfilled. Religious belief was defined as participation in the religious life of some church (religious community) or a relationship to it. Every person could freely decide his or her own religious belief or write "no religion".
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More than 4.5 million of inhabitants declared themselves as members of some church in 1991 census; this was nearly 44% of the state population. Another nearly 4.1 million of inhabitants specified that they had no religion and nearly 1.7 million of inhabitants didn't fill in this question. Srb inhabitants in the age of 40-49 and younger (generations 1941-1950 and younger) didn't answer the question more frequently (it is a considerable turning point in the percentage of unidentified answers by age in comparison to the older inhabitants). They explain it by the fact that these generations were exposed to a systematic influence of antireligious propaganda. As Kučera 30 mentions, we can expect that only a small amount of people were afraid to state their religious belief. But on the other hand, a huge amount of people declared in this census that they were believers, even if it could be more a manifestation that they were baptized (not that they had a strong relationship to the church). Another group could consider being religious a "modern trend" when it wasn't prohibited to declare it, or they could declare themselves as religious "out of spite" when they couldn't do so in the previous 40 years. There was of course the biggest part of believers who considered themselves to be religious as a declaration of real faith and participation of the religious life of the church, but most of them didn't attend church services regularly.
42.3% of men and 37.7% of women were without religion as we can see in Table 4 ; it is a huge increase compared to 1950 (but we can't correctly compare these two censuses because of the different definitions). There was also an increase of the percentage of people who didn't fill in the answer compared to 1950; it was 17.0% of men and 15.4% of women. Christian churches (mostly Roman Catholic, Church of Czech Brethren and Czechoslovak Hussite Church) had a decisive majority in the overall number of believers. There was a huge decline in the percentage of members of the Roman Catholic Church compared to 1950; 36.4% of men and 41.5% of women stated they were members in 1991. The Czechoslovak Church also noted a decrease of members; 1.4% of men and 2.0% of women wrote themselves as members of this church in 1991. 33 Religious belief was (just like nationality) among the questions which should be filled according to one's own decision, with a possibility of not answering at all. In the explanatory text, a list of churches recognized by the Czech state was included to serve as an informational aid, but it was also possible to write different religious communities or faiths. This census was accompanied by a negative media campaign both before and in the process; the public was made aware of the potential misuse of the data and could decide to boycott the census. Nevertheless, census papers were collected for a majority of the population in the end; only around 1% were unidentified.
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The International Recommendations for the 2000 censuses of population and housing in the ECE region proposed 3 approaches to the question on religious belief: 1) formal (official) churchmanship in a specific church or religious community, 2) attendance to religious services of the church or religious community, 3) faith or religious belief. The Czech Republic chose the third one of these possibilities -the most liberal approach. The reason was tradition and comparability of the data with previous censuses. The question on religious belief offered two possibilities, first one wasthea text "no religion" and the second one "believer, write to which church or religious community you belong in the most precise way possible". There were no restrictions on the formulation of a particular church in the field.
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There was a big decrease of the percentage of believers in this census in comparison to 1991; however, the situation could be explained by a unique atmosphere in society after the fall of Communism and because of that, it is possible that the results 31 33 "Demografická příručka 2014", https://www.czso.cz/csu/czso/demograficka-prirucka-2014. 34 "Historie sčítání", https://www.czso.cz/csu/sldb/historie_scitani. 35 Morávková, "Metodologie zjišťování náboženského vyznání…", p. 116-120. from 2001 are more precise. 36 In 2001 3.3 million of inhabitants declared themselves believers; one third of the total population (in 1991 43.9% of inhabitants declared themselves as believers). On the other hand, there were more than 6 million people without religion in 2001, which means nearly three fifths of the whole population (62.2% of men and 56.0% of women), whereas in 1991 only 39.9% of the population were without religion. The rest of the population (because of the possibility of not answering the question) is in the unidentified category (9.2% of men and 8.5% of women); you can find the data in table 5. The unidentified category constitutes 901 thousand inhabitants; nearly one tenth of the whole population. There was a decrease in this category compared to 1991; at that time it constituted 16.2% of inhabitants.
The Roman Catholic Church still held a dominant position, although in comparison to the previous census, there was a further decrease of the percentage of its members in the total number of inhabitants -23.8% of men and 29.7% of women declared themselves as members of this church in 2001 census. In a majority of other churches there is also a decline, but for the Orthodox Church, the percentage of believers rose a little, to 0.2% of men and 0.3% of women. An increase of members can be seen for churches registered after 1989 (for example Jehovah's Witnesses who registered one of the highest increases: from 14 575 members in 1991 to 23 162 in 2001, which makes an increase of 58.9%, but there were some even greater increases). 
Census
The 2011 census had its decisive moment at midnight from 25 th to 26 th March 2011. Actual residency was taken into account for the first time, meaning the place where people usually stay in their everyday lives. The census sheet could also be filled online and the results of the census are available both online and printed in a large number of publications. 37 Similarly to the previous census, this one also had both a specific act and a regulation, 279/2010. Within the frame of the § 6 296/2009 act, which specified the contents of the census the information about religion and nationality were specified as voluntary and this was also noted in the census sheet. In the case of the religious belief question, it became clear that with rising age the willingness to answer the question also increases. The region also had some influence: the respondents from the Zlín region answered most often.
The fact that everyone was supposed write the answer according to his/her own decision was included in the explanatory text and there was a possibility to declare oneself to be a "believer not in a church", while the fields "no religion" and "believer, in a church" remained. More than 705 thousand of inhabitants used this new possibility; it was 6.2% of men and 7.3% of women. This number of inhabitants could be the confirmation of the shift of participants of traditional churches towards alternative faiths and religions.
There was also a shift in the number of registered churches and religious communities which could be stated in the census paper. 11 new churches got registered between 2001 and 2011, so by the date of census the inhabitants could choose from 32 registered churches.
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This census was regulated not only the acts of the Czech Republic, but also international recommendations, specifically the World Programme of Population, Houses and Apartments Censuses Around 2010 resolution. Following this resolution, the document Recommendation of the European Statistician Conference to the Population, Houses and Apartments Censuses Around 2010 specified the key topics. The Czech Republic followed these recommendations and prescriptions of the European Union, with the intention to be in agreement with these documents, but it was also important to have some continuity and a long-term comparability of results; therefore, traditional questions, which weren't obligatory according to the prescriptions of the European Union, were also included in the census.
39
More than 2,168 thousand of people declared themselves religious, constituting only a fifth of the inhabitants of the Czech Republic. Nearly 1.5 million of people also noted a specific church or religious belief in the census sheet. People who wrote "Catholic", "Protestant" or "Christian" are also included in this number; this kind of answers amounted for nearly 92 thousand, while a further 53 thousand answers could 37 "Demografická příručka 2014", https://www.czso.cz/csu/czso/demograficka-prirucka-2014. 38 not be classified, so they were put in the category "other". 40 In comparison with 2001 there was an increase in missing answers; in this census 45.2% of men and 44.2% of women didn't write any answer. The increase in unidentified answers might be the reason for the decrease of the percentage of inhabitants who declared themselves without religion; 36.0% of men and 33.1% of women stated they were "without religion," as we can see in Table 6 . The increase in missing answers also partly resulted in the decline of members of some churches. There was an increase of member numbers (among the traditional churches) in the Greek Catholic Church (of 29%), the Church of Czech Brethren (of 9%) and the Old Catholic Church in the Czech Republic (of 8%). Some growth was registered also by the International Society for Krishna, but in absolute numbers, it wasn't an important increase. There were more members of the Orthodox Church in this census compared to 2001 (in 2001 it was 0.2% of total inhabitants and in 2011 0.3%); the reason may be a newly registered Russian Orthodox Church, jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Moscow and all of Russia in the Czech Republic.
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The Roman Catholic Church registered a further decrease in the percentage of believers, as 1,082 thousand of inhabitants declared themselves members of this church; 9.2% of men and 11.5% of women. Similar trend could be observed in the Church of Czech Brethren, which had 51 thousand members in the 2011 census; 0.4% of men and 0.6% of women. The third traditional Church -Czechoslovak -was named by 40 thousand inhabitants and similarly to the previous churches, there was a decline to approximately one fourth of the size in 1991. 
Conclusion
This article focuses on the summary of the findings about religious belief in censuses from 1921 to 2011. There were some changes in the definition of religious belief (as well as the omission of the question in the censuses in 1961, 1970 and 1980) and the definition of who is an inhabitant has also changed. An outline of these changes can be seen in the table 7. There were many changes in the results of the question on religious belief in censuses between 1921 and 2011; the most impressive one being a huge decline in believers. As we can see in Table 7 , the definition of religious belief (and inhabitants) changed between 1950 and 1991, so we have to take the censuses between these years into account separately. As Kučera mentions, 42 there is the change in the definition of religious belief in the census, but also 40 years of changes in the life of people; in 1991, only 43% of the people who lived in the time of the 1950 census were alive. In 2011 there was also a change in the definition of religious belief (and a new option in the form of "a believer without a church affiliation"), so this census is also separate from the others. Results of the censuses between 1921 and 1950 aren't very different; there is only a slight decrease in the Roman Catholic category, as we can see in picture 1 (the graph shows the percentage of each group in the total population in the selected year).
After the reintroduction of the question on religious belief in 1991, the first decline of believers was toward the category of non-believers (even more visible in 2001), while later a big percentage of population didn't answer the question at all (in 2011 44.7% of inhabitants were unidentified). The development of population according to religious belief can be seen in the picture 8. As we can see, in 2011 there were even more people who didn't fill the question than who declared themselves non-believers.
We can see the data from 1991, 2001 and 2011 censuses in more detail analyzed in Tables 8 and 9 . There was a decline in believers in all age groups between the analyzed years; in 2011 this is even more visible in older age groups (this is also true when we add together the believers not in a church and believers in a church in 2011). When we look at the group of believers not in a church, the distribution is (with the exception of the age of 15-19) nearly the same in the whole adult population. The distribution of believers in a church increases with age, and the ratio of older and younger age groups is nearly the same in 2001 and 2011, but on a different level. In 1930, the categories "unidentified" and "no religion" were together in one category; these people are in the "no religion" category in this chart Source: CSO, Demographical Handbook 2014 (Demografická příručka 2014), custom calculations Note: Actual residents were taken in account in 2011, so the results are not comparable to the previous censuses. In 2011 there was an option to declare oneself as a believer without church affiliation, so there is a new category. Believers in this year in the picture are people, who declared themselves as believers of some church. When we see the willingness to fill in the information about the religious belief in the census, there is still the question of what percentage of inhabitants will answer it in the 2021 census -if it remains there, despite the increased emphasis on protection of personal data.
